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producing wise men, and Lucretius (De Rerum Natura 6.1 103-18) mentions 
the effect on mankind of various climates. In connection with Bodin the 
author might have said something of the Italian economist Giovanni Botero, 
and perhaps of the German cosmographer Sebastian Miinster. Since 
Shakespeare is included, Milton should also appear, for he suggested that 
"cold climate" might prevent him from rising high in poetry {Paradise Lost 
9.44-6), and in his tractate Of Education he mentions the supposed effect of 
northern air on language. The author does not handle his subject philosophi- 
cally or critically: he does not, for instance, remark on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the statistical method used by the brilliant Ellsworth Hunt- 
ington in the work summarized at rather disproportionate length on pp. 97-103. 
Dr. Koller's English style is also not beyond improvement. 

But though the book cannot be given high rank as a historical treatise, it is 
useful, for it does something toward satisfying our real need for a history of 
geographical theory — a subject which has not yet been adequately treated. 
In judging Dr. Koller's production we should remember that he did not have a 
beaten track to follow. We cannot but welcome it as a bibliography such as is 
not elsewhere to be found. The references to work done during the past 
century, both on the history of the subject and in its further exposition, seem 
very full. Such valuable assistance in our study of the inclusive and impor- 
tant subject of man's relation to his physical surroundings is gladly to be 
received. The work also deserves praise for indicating that this relation was 
observed in antiquity, though it has received systematic attention only in 
recent times. We should commend the author because he undertook this 
historical and scientific study as a student of literature, for it is the result of 
his desire to understand Herder's theory of milieu. Such a study is by nature 
altogether above the ordinary loose talk about a poet's theory of nature, and 
suggests a method of finding out what a poet's theory really is. A student of 
literature who engages in such labors reveals a true appreciation of the com- 
plex nature of literature in its infinite connections with the thought and life 
of men, and is evidently aware that its adequate interpretation requires wide 
and deep knowledge. 

Allan H. Gilbert. 
Cornell University. 
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